ARTISTIC METAL WORK
in minute patterns into their surface. Brass and copper are encrusted very effectively with silver; and silver, inlaid flush with the surface, is used to decorate vessels of base metal. The damascening of steel with gold wire was in former days used extensively for the ornamentation of arms ; the art still survives in a few places.
JEWELLERY AND PLATE
To the Indian woman jewellery is a necessity ; if she cannot afford gold and silver, she covers her neck with beads, and her arms with bangles of glass, gilt lac, or base metal. No village of any -size but has its goldsmith, to whom is taken from time to time some portion of the family savings to be converted into gold and silver ornaments. Jewellery can be secreted as readily as bullion or coin, and the privilege of wearing it on occasions may reconcile woman to the many disabilities which she suffers in the East. In the larger towns there are skilful workmen, and in jewellery (as with other Indian art handicrafts) certain styles or fashions of make are localised to certain places. Indian jewellery exhibits tastefulness in design and minuteness in execution ; but it is not carried to a good finish, where finish is not effective, and is disappointing in the roughness of hinges, fastenings and under-sides. Enamelling on gold and on silver is characteristic of North-Western India. It has suffered from being cheapened to the resources of the tourist market. Silver plate is made in half a dozen districts in decorative styles which were formerly localised but are now generally copied. Most admirable of all is perhaps the deeply chased silver work of Burmese artists.
WOODWORK
Wood-carving is distinctively used for the decoration of house doors, windows, and balconies, and it is only the
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